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Epigraphic South Arabian 

inscription (Sana’a, Yemen)



Petra: trading capital of 

Nabataeans



‘En ‘Avdat

no date, but probably no later than 150 CE

Nabataean script/lines 1-4 Aramaic, lines 5-6 Arabic



Namara

dated, 328 CE

Nabataean script/Arabic language



Jabal Ramm

no date, probably 4th century CE







Qur’an canonization: traditional 

account

 Muhammad ca. 570-632 (revelation, 22 years)

 Abu Bakr r. 632-634 (private collection)

 ‘Umar r. 634-644 (private and some official collection)

 ‘Uthman r. 644-656 (consonantal skeleton and burning of 

variant manuscripts)

 ‘Ali r. 656-661


